note: “Ia permuque” is the practice of doing your own personal/hobbyist work on
time and with com uipment. Like working at a lumber mill and ; p )
e s Sy i A s e e Chapter III  “Making Do
time. The contemporary equivalent might be wasting time on facebook in :
;Prijlllircubiledl:u'{zwmkhmn?n USES Hnd TaCtICS

NOSPITE OF MEASURES taken to repress or conceal it Ja perrugue

{or its equivalent) is infiltrating itself evervwhere and becoming

more and more common. It is only one case among all the practices
which introduce artistic tricks and competitions of accompfices into a
system that reproduces and partitions through work or leisure, Sly as a
fox and twice as quick: there are countless ways of “making do,”

From this point of view, the dividing line no longer falls between
work and leisure. These two areas of activity flow together. They repeat
and reinforce each other. Cultural technigues that camouflage economic
reproduction with fictions of surprise (“the event™), of truth (“informa-
tion™} or communication (*promotion™) spread through the workplace.
Reciprocally, cultural production offers an area of expansion for rational
operations that permit work to be managed by dividing it (analysis),
tabulating it (synthesis) and aggregating it {generalization), A distinction
is required other than the one that distributes behaviors according to
their plaee (of work or leisure} and qualifies them thus by the fact that
they are located on one or another square of the social checkerboard
in the office. in the workshap, or at the movies. There are differences of
another type. They refer to the modalities of action. to the formalitios of
practices. They traverse the [rontiers dividing time. place, and type of
action into one part assigned for work and another for leisure. For
example, fa perrvgue grafts itsell onto the system of the industrial
assembly line (its counterpoint, in the same place), as a variant of the
activity which, outside the lactory {in another place), takes the Torm ol
bricolare,

Although they remain dependent upon the possibilities offered by
cireumstances, these transverse factics do not ohey the law of the place,
for they are not defined or identified by it In this respect, they are not
any more localizable than (ke technocratic (and scriptural) seraesies
that seek to create places in conformity with abstract models. But whai

29




10 “MAKING DO USES AND TACTICS

distinguishes them at the same time concerns the fypes of operations and
the role of spaces: strategies are able to produce, tabulate, and impose
these spaces, when those operations take place, whereas tactics can only
use, manipulate, and divert these spaces.

We must therefore specify the operational schemas. Just as in litera-
ture one differentiates “styles” or ways of writing, one can distinguish
“ways of operating” —ways of walking, reading, producing, speaking,
ete. These styles of action intervene in a field which regulates them at a
first level (for example, at the level of the lactory system), but they
introduce into it a way of turning it to their advantage that obeys other
rules and constitutes something like a sccond level interwoven into the
first (for instance, la perrugue), These “ways of operating” are similar
to “instructions for use,” and they create a certain play in the machine
through a stratification of different and interfering kinds of functioning.
Thus a North African living in Paris or Roubaix (France) insinuates
into the system imposed on him by the construction of a low-income
housing development or of the French language the ways of “dwelling”
fin a house or a language) peculiar to his native Kabylia. He super-
imposes them and, by that combination, creates for himself a space in
which he can find ways of using the constraining order of the place or of
the language. Without leaving the place where he has no choice but to
live and which lays down its law for him, he establishes within it a
degree of plurality and creativity. By an art of being in between, he
draws unexpected results from his situation.

These modes of use—or rather re-use —multiply with the extension of
acculturation phenomena, that is, with the displacements that substitute
manners or *methods™ of transiting toward an dentification of a person
by the place in which he lives or works. That does not prevent them
from corresponding to a very ancient art of “making do.™ 1 give them
the name of uses, even though the word most often designates sterco-
typed procedures accepted and reproduced by a group, its “ways and
customs.”™ The problem lies in the ambiguity of the word, since it is
precisely a matter of recognizing in these “uses”™ “actions™ (in the military
sense of the word) that have their own formality and inventiveness and
that discrectly organize the multiform labor of consumption.

Live, oF corsimption

In the wake of the many rcmarkable works that have analyzed “cul-
tural products,” the system of their pruductinn,' the geography of their
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distribution and the situation of consumers in that geography,” il seems
possible to consider these products no longer merely as data on the basis
of which statistical tabulations ol their circulation can be drawn up or
the cconomic functioning ol their diffusion understood, but also as parts
of the repertory with which users carry out operations of their own.
Hencelorth, these facts are no longer the data of our caleulations, but
rather the lexicon of users’ practices. Thus, once the images broadcast
by television and the time spent in front of the TV set have been ana-
lyzed, it remains to be asked what the consumer makes of these images
and during these hours. The thousands of people who buy a health
‘magazine, the customers in a supermarket, the practitioners of urban
space, the consumers of newspaper stories and legends—what do they
make of what they “absorb,” receive, and pay for? What do they do with
i?

The enigma of the consumer-sphinx. His products are scattered in the
graphs of televised, urbanistic, and commercial production. They are all
the less visible because the networks framing them are becoming more
and more tightly woven, flexible, and totalitarian. They are thus protean
in form, blending in with their surroundings, and liable to disappear into
the colonizing organizations whose products leave no room where the
consumers can mark their activity. The child still serawls and daubs on
his schoolbooks; even if he is punished for this erime, he has made a
space for himself and signs his existence as an author on it. The tele-
vision viewer cannol write anything on the screen of his set. He has been
dislodged from the product: he plays no rele in its apparition. He loses
his author’s rights and becomes, or so it seems, a pure receiver, the
mirror of a multiform and narcissistic actor. Pushed to the hmit, he
would be the image of appliances that no longer need him in order to
produce themselves, the reproduction of a “celibate machine.™’

In reality, a rationalized. expansionist, centralized, spectacular and
clamorous production is confronted by an entirely different kind of
production, called “consumption™ and characterized by its ruses, its
fragmentation (the result of the circumstances), its poaching, its clandes-
tine nature, its tircless but quiet activity, in short by its quasi-invisibility,
since it shows itself not in its own products (where would it place them?)
but in an art of vsing those imposed on it.

The cautious yet fundamental inversions brought about by consump-
tion in other socicties have long been studied. Thus the spectacular
victory of Spanish colonization over the indigenous Indian cultures was

diverted from its intended aims by the use made of it: even when they
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were subjected, indeed even when they accepted their subjection, the
Indians often used the laws, practices, and representations that were

' imposed on them @, force or by I':us-:i.nﬂt'm’rﬁm  ends other than thase of

their conquerors; they made something else out of them; they subveried
them from within-—not hy\_fiu_iucnng\)tkgi or by f}runs]‘urming] them
(though that occurred as well), but by many different ways of using

them in the service of rules, ':Pf‘i' oms !::_r-guhi’ic'_ti_ﬂns__'_fdrcign to the colo-

nization which they could not escape.” They mttuphurim:d_ the dominant
order: they made it function in another register. They remained other
within the system which they assimilated and which assimilated them
externally. They diverted it without leaving it. Procedures of consump-
tion maintained their difference in the very space that the occupier was
organizing.

Is this an extreme example? No, even if the resistance of the Indians
was Tounded on a memory tattooed by oppression, a past inscribed on
their body.” To a lesser degree, the same process can be found in the use
made in “popular™ milieus of the cultures diffused by the “clites™ that
produce language. The imposed knowledge and symbolisms become
objects manipulated by practitioners who have not produced them. The
language produced by a certain social category has the power to extend
ils conguests into vast areas surrounding it, “deserts™ where nothing
equally articulated seems to exist, but in doing so it is caught in the trap
of its assimilation by a jungle of procedures rendered invisible to the
congueror by the very victories he seems to have won. However spec-
tacular it may be, his privilege is likely to be only apparent if it merely
serves as a framework for the stubborn, guileful, everyday practices that
make use of it. What is called “popularization™ or “degradation™ of a
culture is from this point of view a partial and caricatural aspect of the
revenge that utilizing tactics take on the power that dominates produc-
tion. In any case, the consumer cannot be identified or qualified by the
newspapers or commercial products he assimilates: between the person
{who uses them) and these products (indexes of the “order™ which is
imposed on him), there is a gap of varying proportions opened by the
use that he makes of them.

Use must thus be analyzed in itsell. There is no lack of maodels
especially so far as language 15 concerned; language 15 indeed the privi
leged terrain on which to discern the formal rules proper to such prac
tices. Gilbert Ryle, borrowing Saussure's distinction between “fapeoe™ G
system) and “parede” (an act), compared the former 1o o fund of capirad
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and the latter to the operations it makes possible: on the one hand, a
stock of materials, on the other, transactions and uses.® In the case of
consumption, one could almaost say that production furnishes the capital
and that users, like renters, acquire the right to operate on and with this
fund without owning it. But the comparison is valid anly for the relation
between the knowledge of a language and “speech acts.” From this alone
can be derived a series of questions and categories which have permitted
us, especially since Bar-Hillel's work, to open up within the study of
language (semiosis or semiotics) a particular area {called Pragmaiics)
devoted to use, notably to indexical expressions, that is, “words and
sentences of which the reference cannot be determined without knowl-
edge of the context of use,™’

We shall return later to these inquiries which have illuminated a whole
region of everyday practices (the use of language); at this point, it suffices
to note that they are based on a problematics of enunciation.® By situat-
ing the act in relation to its circumstances, “contexts of use™ draw atten-
tion to the traits that specify the act of speaking (or practice of language)
and are its effects, Enunciation furnishes a model of these characteristics,
but they can also be discovered in the relation that other practices
(walking, residing, etc.) entertain with non-linguistic systems. Fnuncia-
tion presupposes: (1) a realization of the linguistic system through a
speech act that actualizes some of its potential {language is real only in
the act of speaking): (2) an appropriation of language by the speaker
wha uses it; {3} the postulation of an interlocutor {real or fictive) and
thus the constitution of a relational contracr or allocution {one speaks to
someone); (4) the establishment of g prresent through the act of the *1™
who speaks, and conjointly, since “the present is properly the source of
time,” the organization of a temporality (the present creates a before and
an after) and the existence of a “now™ which is the presence 1o the world.”

These clements (realizing, appropriating, being inscribed in relations,
being situated in time) make of enunciation, and secondarily of use, a

hexus of circumstances, a nexus adherent to the “context™ from which it

can he distinguished only by abstraction. Indissociable from the present
instant, from particular circumstances and from a faive {a peculiar way
of doing things, of producing language and of madifyving the dynamics
ol a relation), the speech act is at the same time a use ef lanpuage and an
operation performed os it We can attempt to apply this model to many
non-linguistic operations by taking as our hypothesis that all these uses
concern cansumplion,
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We must, however, clarily the nature of these operations from another
angle, not on the basis of the relation they enlertain with a system or an
order, but insofar as power relationships define the networks in which
they are inscribed and delimit the circumstances from which they can
profit. In order to do so, we must pass from a linguistic frame of
reference to a polemalogical onc. We are concerncd with battles or
games between the strong and the weak. and with the “actions” which
remain possible for the latter.

Serategies aned taciics

Unrecognized producers, poets of their own alfairs, trailblazers in the
j_urEres of functionalist rationality, consumers produce something resem-
bling the “fignes .u" ‘erre” described by Deligny.” They trace “indetermi-
naie lraJcclnnm 1h¢1t are apparently meaningless, since tht.‘.\- du r_ml

_cohere with the constructed, written, and [m:f.ihmulcd li]_‘laE_l:_T._l:n:uugh
w]mh ti;y move. T].aey are scntences that remain unpredictable within
the space ordered by the organizing technigues of systems. Although
they use as their muateriaf the vareabufaries of established languages (those
of television, newspapers, the supermarket or city planning), although
they remain within the framework of prescribed syataxes (the temporal
modes of schedules, paradigmatic organizations of places, ete.), these
traveraca“ erd'm hﬂlerugmmus to the -iy:h:mn'. lha:,; infiltrate and in

They c:JrcuLm: come and L.,n uverﬂow .md clrnl‘l f_._wcr an memu.i lerrmn
like the snowy waves of the sea shppmb in among the rocks and defiles
of an established order,

Statistics can tell us virtually nothing about the currents in this sea
theoretically governed by the institutional frameworks that it in fact
gradually erodes and displaces. Indeed, it is less a matter of a liguid
circulating in the interstices of a solid than of different movenments mak-
ing use of the elements of the terrain. Statistical study 15 satisfied w.nh
classifying, calculating and tabulating these elements—*“lexical™ units,
advertising words, television images, manufactured products, const ructed
places, etc.—and they do it with categories and taxonomies that conform
to those of industrial or administrative production. Hence such study
can grasp only the material used by consumer practices—a material
which is obviously that imposed on evervone by production—and not
the formality proper 1o these practices, their surreptitious and guletul
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“movement,” that is, the very activity of “making do.” The strength of
these computations lies in their ability to divide, but this ana-lytical
ability eliminates the possibility ol representing the tactical trajectories
which, according to their own criteria, select Aragments taken from the

_vast ensembles ol production in order to compose new stories with

them.

What is counted is whar is used. not the wars of using. Paradoxically,
the latter become invisible in the universe of codification and generalized
transparency. Only the effects (the quantity and locus of the consumed
products) of these waves that flow in everywhere Jemauuwcrupllhle
They circulate without being seen, discernible only through the objects
that they move about and erode. The practices of consumption are the
ghosts of the society that carries their name. m ":'.pirils"_:_ml'furmm

times, they constitute the multiform and uu.ult postulate of pmduune
a:.tml!r

In ord order to give an account of these practices. | have resorted to the
category of “trajectory.”" 1t was intended to supgest a lemporal move-
ment through space, that is, the unity of a diachronic suceession of
points through which it passes. and not the SJigure that these points form
on a space that is supposed to be synchronic or achronic. Indecd, this
“representation” is insufficient, precisely because a trajectory is drawn,
and time and movement are thus reduced to a line that can be seized as
a whole by the eye and read in a single moment, as one projects onto a
map the path taken by somcone walking through a city. However useful
this “flattening out™ may be, it transforms the temporal articulation of
places into a spatial scquence of points. A graph takes the place of an
operation. A reversible sign (one that can be read in both directions,
once it is projected onto a map) is substituted for a practice indissociable
from particular moments and “opportunities,” and thus irreversible (one
cannot go backward in time, or have another chance at missed oppor-
tunities), It is thus a mark in place of acts, a relic in place of perfor-
mances: it is only their remainder, the sign of their erasure. Such a
projection postulates that it is passible to take the one (the mark) for the
other tnpr.r‘umns articulated on n_occasions). This is a quid pro quo
typical of the reductions which a functionalist administration of space
must make in order 1o be effective.

A distinction between sirategies and tactics appears to provide a more
adequate initial schema. 1 call ;Lim: the calculation (or manipula-
tion) of power relationships that becomes possible as soon as a subject
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with will and power (a business, an army, a city, a scitnliﬁc.instllutmn}
can be isolated. It postulates a place that can be delimited as its own and
serve as the base from which relations with an exteriority composed of

A _ i <ur-
targels or threats {cusltomers or competitors, enemies, the country su
f =2

rounding the city, objectives and objects rj_fﬂ:u_s_eg_rﬂa, i‘..b::.} can bc. n?an;
aped, As in m;magem every “strategic™ F&Itﬂﬂﬂ]]l:rlll{lﬂ seeks first o
all to distinguish its “own™ place, that is, the place ||:~1Ir ils own power and
will, from an “environment.” A Cartesian attitude, if you ‘IP-’IS]'I:. it is an
effort to delimit one’s own place in 2 world hewitched by the |n1.f|51blc
powers of the Other. It is also the tvpical attitude of modern science,
politics, and military strategy. _ .
The establishment of a break between a place appropriated as onlr.: 5
own and its other is accompanied by important effects, some of which
s must immediately note;
W:T;u'}hn: “pmpcr"yis a trivmph of place aver rime, .u]]:?ws nnﬂl m.
capitalize acquired advantages, to }'.Il'l.!pilll'!.‘ future expansm:jm..an_cll. 1 1u:;.
to give onesell a certain independence with respect to the \-'drllabl I.t}"lﬂ
circumstances, It is a mastery of time through the foundation of an
autonomous place. _ - o o
{2) It is also a mastery of places lhmugh_mgh:_ ['he division u_:nl' \-p-l':t
makes possible a panopiic practice pr:mcf:dmg from a place whm::{q__t L]
eye can transform foreign forces into objects that -::a1I1 h_u n_bservc \dﬂ(l.
measured. and thus control and “include™ them _w:t]un its scope o
vision."" To be able to see {Tar into the distance) 15 also to be able 1o
predict, to run ahead of time by reading a space. . _—
(3) It would be legitimate 1o define the power of knowledgpe :..- Hn.
ahility to transform the uncertainties of history into Ieiidihlt spn.ce:\. m.
it would be more correct to recognize in these “strategies” a specific l}_-ru
ol knowledge, one sustained and determined by rthelpnwer to .prm'.nd.t:
oneself with one’s own place. Thus military or scientilic ftrlznegn?f hdf'i.
always been inaugurated through the cunstitmi_nn Ia:nf llh:::r ‘own arcas
{:Iulr.;nunmus cities, “nentral”™ or “independent™ institutions, ]abaz'-ramn.un.
pursuing “disinterested™ research, ete.). In other words, '? c'rr.r..—_mr '”“.“-‘ "
is the precondition af this knewledge and not merely its cl?ect m. Th
attribute, It makes this knowledge passible and at the RH]TIIL‘ [IT!‘-IL‘.dL[Lr.-
mines its characteristics. It produces itself in and thi'ﬂllghlthls kmm-lw.l‘;::
By contrast with a strategy {(whaose successive s}.u!pw ImtmduL‘L‘ :I:!.LL-.I.
tain play into this formal schema and whose link u-1.l.l.1 a [‘I-‘i[l_l!._l.ﬂ.u
historical configuration of rationality should also be clarified), .'1[:::: Hielis

__————ﬁ
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a caleulated action determined by the ahsence of a pro locus, No
delimitation of gan exteriority, then, provides it with the condition neces-
sary for autonomy. The Space ol a tactic is the space of the other. Thus
it must play on and with a terrain imposcd on it and organized by the
law of a foreign power. It does not have the means to keep to fself, at a
distance, in a position of withdrawal, foresight, and selr. -collection: it is a
maneuver “within the enemy's field of vision,” as von Biilow put it," and
within cnemy territory. It daes not, therefore, have the options of plan-
ning general strategy and viewing the adversary as a whole within a
district, visible, and abjectifiable space, It operates in isolated actions,
blow by blow. It takes advantage of “opportunitjes™ and depends on
them, being without any base where it could stockpile its winnings, build

up its own position, and plan raids. What it wins it cannot keep, This
nowhere gives a tactic mobility, to be sure, bur a mobility that must

accept the chanee offerings of the moment. and seize on the wing the
possibilities that offer themselves at any given moment. It must vigilantly

make use of the cracks that particular conjunctions apen in the surveil-

lance of the proprictary powers, [y roaches in them. It creates surprises

in them. It can be where it is least expected. It is a guileful ruse,

In short, a tactic is 20 art of the weak. Clausewitz noted thjs fact in
discussing deception in his treatise On War. The more a frower prows,
the less it can allow itsell (o mobilize part of its means in (he service of
deception: it 15 dangerous 1o deploy large forces for the sake of appear-
ances; this sort of “demonstration™ is generally useless and “the gravity
of bitter necessity makes direct action so urgent that it leaves no room
for this sort of game.”™ Onpe deploys his forces, ane does nat take chances
with feints, Power is bound by its very vistbility. In contrasy, trickery is
possible for the weak. and olten it is his only possibility, as a “last
fesort™ “The weaker the forces at the disposition of the strategist, the
Mmore the strategist will be able to use deception.” ™ I translate: the maorg
he strategy is transformed nto tactics,

Clausewitz also compares trickery to wit: “fust as wit involves a cer-
in legerdemain relative to Weas and concepts, trickery is a sort of
Berdemain relative to acts. ™' This indicates the maode in which a tactic,
hich is indeed a form of legerdemain, takes an order by surprise, The
L of “pulling tricks™ involves asense of the opportunities aflforded by a
ricular oecasion, Phrough procedures that Freu makes explicit with
ference 1o wir,' At tactie boldly juxtaposes {1i'.u[x_t_~__l:lu:rnu:nl~._in__L_rrder
ddenly to produce a flash shedding a differem light o the |.Hi_i1:l.l.'illl.-‘ aof
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a place and to strike the hearer. Cross-cuts, fragments, cracks and lucky
hits in the framework of a system, consumers’ ways of operating are the
practical equivalents of wit.

Lacking its own place, lacking a view of the whole, limited by the
blindness (which may lead to perspicacity) resulting from combat at
close quarters, limited by the possibilities of the moment, a tactic is
determined by the absence of p awer just as a strategy is organized by the
postulation of power. From this point of view, the dialectic of a tactic
may be illuminated by the ancient art of sophistic. As the author of a
great “strategic™ system, Aristotle was already very interested in the
procedures of this enemy which perverted, as he saw it, the order of
truth. He quotes a formula of this protean, quick, and surprising adver-
sary that, by making explicit the basis of sophistic, can also scrve finally
to define a tactic as | understand the term here: it is a matter, Corax
said, of “making the worse argument seem the better.”'™ In its para-
doxical concision, this formula delineates the relationship of forces that
is the starting point for an intellectual creativity as persistent as it is
subtle, tireless, ready for every opportunity, scattered over the terrain of
the dominant order and foreign to the rules laid down and imposed by a
rationality founded on established rights and property.

In sum, strategies are actions which, thanks to the establishment of a
place of power (the property of a proper), elaborate theoretical places
{systems and totalizing discourses) capable of articulating an ensemble
of physical places in which forces are distributed. They combine these
three types of places and seck to masier each by means of the others.
They thus privilege spatial relationships. At the very least they attempt
to reduce iemporal relations to spatial ones through the analytical attri-
bution of a proper place to each particular element and through the
comhinatory organization of the movements specific to units or Eroups
of units. The model was military before it became “scientific.” Tactics
are procedures that gain validity in relation o the pertinence they lend
to time —to the circumstances which the precise instant of an interven-
‘tion transforms into a favorable situation, to the rapidity of the move-
ments that change the organization of a space, to the relations among
suCCessive moments in an action, to the possible intersections of dura-
tions and heterogencous rhythms, ete. In this respect, the difference
corresponds to two historical options reparding action and security
{options that morcover have more to do with constraints than with

possibilities): strategics pin their hopes on the resistance that the evrab-

fishment of a pace offers to the croston of tme; etics on o clever

o
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utilization of time, of the opportunities it presents and also of the play
that it introduces into the foundations of power. Even il the methods
practiced by the everyday art of war never present themselves in such a
clear form, it nevertheless remains the case that the two ways of acting
can be distinguished according to whether they bet on lace or on time.

The rhetorics of practive, ancient ruses

Various theorctical comparisons will allow us better to characterize the
tactics or the polemology of the “weak.” The “figures™ and “turns™ ana-
lyzed by rhetoric are particularly illuminating in this regard. Freud
alrcady noticed this fact and used them in his studies on wit and on the
forms taken by the return of the repressed within the field of an order:
verbal economy and condensation, double meanings and misinterpreta-
tions, displacements and alliterations, multiple uses of the same material,
etc.'” There is nothing surprising about these homologies between prac-
tical ruses and rhetorical movements. In relation to the legalities of
syntax and "proper” sense. that is, in relation to the general definition of
a “proper” (as opposed to what is not “proper”), the pood and bad tricks
of rhetoric are played on the terrain that has been set aside in this way.
They are manipulations of language relative to occasions and are in-
tended to seduce, captivate, or inverl the linguistic position of the
addressee.”” Whereas grammar watches over the “propriety™ of terms,
rhetorical alterations (metaphorical drifts, clliptical condensations, meto-
nynlic miniaturizations, etc.) point to the use of language by speakers in
particular situations of ritual or actual linguistic combat. They are the
indexes of consumption and of the interplay of forces, They depend on a
problematics of enunciation. In addition, although (or because) they are
excluded in principle from scientific discourse, these “ways of speaking™
provide the analysis of “ways of operating” with a repertory of models
and hypotheses. After all, they are merely variants within a general
semiotics of tactics, To be sure, in order to work out that semiotics, it
would be necessary to review arts of thinking and acting other than the
one that the articulation of a certain rationality has founded on the
delimitation of a proper: from the sixty-four hexagrams of the Chinese
I-Ching™' or the Greek méris™ 1o the Arabic htla,** other “logics™ can be
discerned.

I am not concerned directly here with the constitution of such a
semiotics, but rather with suggesting some ways of thinking about
evervday practices of consumers, supposing from the start that they are
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of a tactical nature. Dwelling, moving about, speaking, reading, shop-
ping, and cooking arc activities that seem to f:uﬁ:ﬁﬁ?: the char-
“acteristics of t;i'::.tﬁa] ruses and surprises; clever tricks of the “weak™
within the order established by the “strong,” an art of putting one over
on the adversary on his own turl, hunter's tricks, maneuverable, poly-
morph mobilities, jubilant, poetic, and warlike discoveries.

Perhaps these practices correspond to an apeless art which has not
only persisted through the institutions of successive political orders but
goes back much farther than our histories and forms strange alliances
preceding the frontiers of humanity, These practices present in fact a
curious analogy, and a sort of immemorial link, to the simulations,
tricks, and disguises that certain fishes or plants execute with extraordi-
nary virluosity. The procedures of this art can be found in the farthest
reaches of the domain of the living, as if they managed to surmount not
only the strategic distributions of historical institutions but also the
break established by the very institution of consciousness. They main-
tain formal centinuities and the permanence of a memory without lan-
euage, from the depths of the oceans to the streets of our great cities.

In any event. on the scale of contemporary history, it also seems that
the peneralization and expansion of technocratic rationality have created,
between the links of the system, a fragmentation and explosive growth
ol these practices which were formerly regulated by stable local units,
Tactics are more and more frequently going off their tracks, Cut loose
from the traditional communities that circumsecribed their functioning,
they have begun to wander everywhere in a space which is becoming at
once more homogeneous and more extensive. Consumers are transformed
into immigrants. The systerm in which they move about 15 too vast to be
able to fix them in one place. but too constraining lor them ever to be
able 1o escape from it and go into exile elsewhere, There is no longer an
elsewhere. Because of this, the “stratepgic™ model is also transformed, as
if defeated by its own success: it was by delinition based on the defini-
tion of a “proper” distinct from everything clse; but now that “proper”
has become the whole. It could be that, little by little, it will exhaust its
capacity to transform itsell and constitute only the space {just as totali-
tarian as the cosmos of ancient times) in which a cyhernetic \iu_nt} will
_arise, the sceng of the Brownian movements of invisible and iﬂli[.ﬂ_ué;l?'l't‘
tactics. One would thus h':lw:_:I_prili_&:il_'g_}n_nl'_ilu:*_snnry_iigﬂt_l_glﬁ—
minable nuu]i_ml!u_linns within an immense framewaork of sociocconomic

constraints and securities: myriads of almost invisible movements, play-

ing on the more and more refined textore of o place that s even,
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continuous, and constitutes a proper place for all people. Is this already
the present or the future of the great city?

Leaving aside the multimillenial archeology of ruses as well as the
possibility of their anthill-like future, the study of a few current everyday
tactics ought not to forget the horizon from which they proceed, nor, at
the other cxtreme, the horizon towards which they are likely to po. The
evocation of these perspectives on the distant past or future at least
allows us to resist the effects of the fundamental but often exclusive and
obsessive analysis that seeks to describe institutions and the mechanisms
of repression. The privilege enjoyed by the problematics of repression in
the field of research should not be surprising: scientific institutions belong
to the system which they study, they conform to the well-known genre
of the family story (an ideological criticism does not change its function-
ing in any way; the criticism merely creates the appearance of a distance
for scientists who are members of the institution); they even add the
disturbing charm of devils or bogey-men whose stories are tald during
long evenings around the family hearth. But this elucidation of the
apparatus by itsell has the disadvantage of nor seeing practices which
are heterogencous to it and which it represses or thinks it represses.
Nevertheless, they have every chance of surviving this apparatus foo,
and. in any case. they are afse part of social life, and all the more
resistant because they are more flexible and adjusted to perpetual muta-
tion. When one examines this fleeting and permanent reality carcfully,
one has the impression of cxploring the night-side of societies, a night
longer than their day, a dark sea from which successive institutions
emerge. 4 maritime immensity on which socioeconomic and political
structures appear as ephemeral islands.

The imaginary landscape of an inquiry is not without value, even if it
is without rigor. It restores what was carlier called “popular culture,”
but it does so in order to transform what was represented as a matrix-
force of histary into a_mobile infinity of tactics. It thus keeps before aur
eyes the structure of a social imagination in which the problem con-
stantly takes different forms and begins anew. It also wards off the
elfects af an analysis which necessarily grasps these practices only on the
margins of a technical apparatus, at the point where they alter or defeat
its instruments. It is the study itself which is marginal with respect Lo the
phenomena studied. The landscape that represents these phenomena in
an imaginary mode thus has an overall corrective and therapeutic value
in resisting their reduction by a lateral examination. It at least assures
their presence as ghosts. This return to another scene thus reminds us of
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the relation between the experience of these practices and what remains
of them in an analysis. [t is evidence, evidence which can only be fan-
tastic and not scientific, of the disproportion between everyday tactics
and a strategic elucidation. Of all the things evervone does, how much
gets written down? Between the two, the image, the phantom of the
expert but mute body, preserves the difference, T
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I ""Making Do Uses and Tacrics”

I. Sec in particular A, Huet et al., La Marcfhundive culfruredle {PParis; CNRS.
1977}, which is not satisfied merely with analyring products {photos, records,
prints), but also studics a system of commercial repetition and ideological
reproduction,

2. See, Tor example, Pratigues culiurelles des Framaiv (Paris: Seeréariat d'Erat
a la Culture - SER, 1974), 2 vol. Alvin Toffler, The Culiure Consumers (Balti-
more: Penguin, 1965}, remains fundamental and pioneering, although it is not
statistically based and is limited to mass culture.

3. On the premonitory theme of the “celibate machine™ in the art (M. Du-
champ. etal.} or the literature (from Jules Yerne to Raymond Roussel) of the
carly twentieth century, see J, Clair et al., Les Machines célibaraires [Venice:
Alfieri, 1975).

4. See, for example, on the subject of the Avmaras of Peru and Bolivia, J.-E.
Monast, On fex crayait Chréviens: fes Avimaray (Paris: Cerl, 1969),

5. See M. de Certeau, “La Longue marche indienne.” in Le Réveil indien en
Amérigue fatine, ed. Yves Materne and DIAL (Paris: Cerf, 1976), 119-135.

6. G, Hyle, "Use, Usage and Meaning,” in The Theory of Mearing, ed.
G. H. R. Parkinson (Oxford: Oxford University Press. 1968), 109-116. A larpe
patt of the volume is devoted to use.

7. Richard Montague, “Pragmatics,” in La Philosophie ConteRroraine, ed,
Raymond Klibansky (Firenze: La Nuova Ttalia, 1968), 1, 102=122. Y. Bar-Hillel
thus adopts a term of C. 5. Peirce, of which the equivalents are, in B. Russell,
“ego-centric particulars”, in H. Reichenbach, “token-reflexive expressions™ in
N. Goodmin, “indicator words™; in W. V. Quine, “non-eternal sentences™ ete, A
whole tradition is inseribed in this perspective. Wittgenstein belongs to it as well,
the Wittgenstein whose slogan was “Don’t ask for the meaning; ask for the use”
in reference to normal use, regulated by the institution that is language.

8. See “The Proverbial Enunciation,” above, p. 18,

9. See Emile Benveniste, Problémes de linguistique générale (Paris: Gallimard,
1974), 11, 79-88.

10, Fernand Deligny, Les Vagabonds efficaces (Paris: Maspera, 1970}, uses
this word to describe the trajectorics of voung autistic people with whom he
lives, writings that move through forests, wanderings that can no longer make a
path through the space of language.

I, See "Indeterminate,” below, p. 199,

12, Ibid.

13, According 1o John von Neumann and Oskar Morgenstern, Theory of

Games and Economic Behaviour, 3rd ed, (New York: John Wiley, 1964, “there
is only strategy when the other's strategy is included.”

14, “Strategy is the science of military movements outside of the enemy's Tield
of vision; tactics, within it™ {(von Biilow).

15. Karl ven Clausewitz. Vom Kriege; see De da pueree (Paris: Minuit, 1955),
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212-213; n War, trans. M. Howard and P Paret {Princeton: Princeton Uni-
versity Press, 1976). This analysis can be found moreover in many other theore-
ticians, ever since Machiavelli, See Y. Drelahaye. “Simulation et dissimulation,”
La Ruse [ Cause Commune 1977711 Paris: UGE 10/ 18, 1977), 55-74.

16, Clausewitr, De La puerre, 212,

17. Freud, Jokes and their Relaiion 1o the Urtconseions, trans. ), Strachey
{London: The Hogarth Press and the lnstitute of I"sychoanalysis, 1960),

18, Aristotle, Rhetoric, 11, 24, 1402a: “hy making the worse argument seem
the better™ trans, W. Rhys Roberts (New York: The Modern Library, 1954).
The same “discovery™ is attributed 1o Tisias by Plato { Phaedrus, 273h-c). See
also W_ K, C. Guthrie, The Sopdises iCambridge: Cambridge University Press,
1971, 178-179. On Corax’s fechné mentioned by Aristotle in relation to the
“loci of apparent enthymemes,” see Ch. Perelman and 1. Ollbrechts-Tyteca,
Traité de Fargumeniation (Bruxelles: Université 1ibre, 19707, 607-6049,

19. Freud, Jokes and their Relation 1o the Unconseions, on the technigues of
wil.

M. Sce 8. Toulmin, The {ses of Argumenr (Cambridge: Cambridge Univer-
sity Press, 1958y Perelman and Ollbrechts-Tyteca, Traitd de Darewmentation:
1 Dubois et al., Rhérorigue péndrale (Paris: Larousse, [970); ete.

21. See I-Ching, the Book of Changes, which represents all the possible situa-
tions of beings in the course of the universe's mutations by means of 64 hexa-
grams formed by & interrupted or full lines,

22. M. Détienne and J-P. Vernant. Les Ruses de Fintefligence. La Mtiv des
Grecs (Paris: Flammarion, 1974),

23, See M. Rodinson, filam e capitafisme {Paris; Scuil, 19720 folam and
Capitalism, trans. B. Pearce (New York: Pantheon, 1973,

4. “Fowcalt and Bourdien"

l. Sce above, Chapter 11, p. 22, on the tactics of which “panoplies™ are made
available by popular legends and ways of speaking, but sitvated in a hidden
place.

2. Michel Foucault, Surveillor ot punir (Paris: Gallimard, 1975); P¥iscipding
and Punish, trans. A Sheridan (New York: Pantheon, 1977 On Foucault's
earlier work, sce M. de Certeau, £'Ahsens de hivioire (Paris; Mame, 1974),
115-132,

3. Foucault, Surveilier er punir. 28, 96-102, 106—] I, 143151, 159161, 185,
[RO9—19d, 211-217, 238-251, 274-275, 276, etc.- a series of theoretical “tableaux™
marks the development of the book; it isalates an historical object and invents a
discourse adequate to .

4. See cspecially Gilles Deleuze, “Ecrivain, non: un nouveau cartiographe,”
Crittgue, No, 33 (December 1975), 1207- 1237,

3. Serge Moscovici, Exsai sur histoire humaine de la nature (Paris: Flam-
marion, 196K)
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